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Mission Statement: 

The Overland-Prairie Community is committed to providing innovative educational 
opportunities which promote academic excellence and empower our students to become 

leaders in our local, national, and global society. 
 

At Prairie Middle School, our mission statement guides our beliefs and values.  We believe that every student who comes to 
Prairie will grow in his or her knowledge and skills to achieve academic excellence.  In order to fulfill this belief, we offer 
engaging and rigorous curriculum that will prepare our students for their future academic endeavors. The Prairie 
community also believes that it is our responsibility to prepare our students to become active members of our school, 
neighborhoods, and society.   We believe that our students are the hope for our future and must learn the habits of 
citizenship, partnership, and leadership. 
 
 
 
 
Middle School can be one of the biggest transitions we face in life.  Many reflect on their middle years as a 
time of hardship and discomfort. Yet, we find middle school to be one of the most fulfilling times when 
students learn about growing up. 
 
Although middle school is the shortest time span through one’s educational journey (elementary: six years, 
high: four years, college: four+ years), we believe some of the greatest amount of change happens within 
these three short years.  As 6th graders transition from elementary school, they become part of an educational 
environment that is often three times the size of their prior school.  Students who were escorted to lunch, 
electives, and the library in elementary, are now provided in middle school, the independence to ‘find their 
way.’  
 
7th grade is the ultimate transitional grade.  It is the time of being the ‘middle child’ within the school and 
self-identity starts taking root.  This is the year where students begin to explore their independence, start to 
understand self-accountability, and gain some recognition of the greater world around them.  
 
By the time an 8th grader is completing his or her middle school journey, he or she will have already created a 
greater self-identity, formed new social structures / friendships, represented our school through some extra-
curricular activity, and gained independence skills that will serve them through high school and life.  Needless 
to say, the middle years are a time of change.  
 
And in these times of change, we must always stay grounded to our values.  At Prairie Middle School, we 
look at the ‘middle’ years as a chance to enrich our students’ lives and provide a solid foundation that will 
serve them through life.  We hope all Prairie students look back on their time in middle school fondly.                                                  
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To prepare life-long learners with the knowledge, skills and experiences to become 
successful in high school, college, and beyond. 

 
What is Academic Excellence?  
 

Academic excellence is the ability to perform, achieve or excel in scholastic activities. Excellence is more than just 
making good grades. It is the development of skills in order to be ready for the future and positively contribute to 
society. 
 
What is College and Career Readiness? 
Students are “college / post-secondary ready” when they possess the knowledge, skills, and behaviors to excel in college 
course work and / or vocational-technical continuing education programs, the military, and the work force.  These 
indicators of college and career readiness include assessment data and successful coursework completion.   
 
Curriculum: 
The core and elective offerings at Prairie are aligned with the Colorado Academic State Standards.  The courses at Prairie 
are ensured to be at the highest level and offered to meet the needs of all of our students.  Each parent will receive a 
course syllabus at the beginning of the year that outlines the big understandings and programming model for each class. 
Course syllabi are also available on the PMS website (http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org). 
    

       Grades: 
Prairie students will be graded on the traditional grading scale.  Students are recognized in each of our four quarters for 
earning a 3.5 grade point average (gpa) or higher.  
 
 
   

Grading Scale 
90 - 100:   A 
80  -  89:  B 
70  -  79:  C 
60  -  69:  D 
0  -  59:  F 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognition of Academic Achievement 
Honor Roll:  Students who attain a 3.5 grade point average or higher each 
quarter of the school year will be recognized by the school.  In mid-January, 
Prairie recognizes the cumulative 3.5 – 4.0 gpa students from semester 1 
with a mid-year celebration and again at our end-of-year celebration. 
 
Growth Honor Roll:  Students who increase their grade point average by two 
letter grades from the prior grading quarter, will be recognized by the school 
for this achievement.  As a school that believes in growth, this is to honor 
continuous improvement.   

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  

http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org)/
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        School – Home Partnerships: 

At Prairie, we understand the three main variables in a student’s education are the student, teacher, and home.   
These variables need to work together for the betterment of a child, and if we work collaboratively, all stakeholders will benefit.  Put 
simply, the closer we work with one another, the better our children will grow! 
 

How can students and parents achieve Academic Excellence? 
The values we hold as a school are the habits of mind that will help all students grow and become more successful.  In their 
academics, these Prairie values provide a framework to assist students on their journey.  
 
        Students 
     •  Achievement 

 Ask at least 1 question per class 
 Understand grade level expectations 
 Work with peers to improve learning 

 
       •  Ownership 

 Self-Advocate (seek help from others) 
 Check grades 
 Complete homework 
 Be prepared for class 

 

•  Read, Read, Read 
 Read at least 30 minutes a day 
 Read over fall, winter, & spring break 
 Use reading as a primary tool to learn 

 

School 
 Provide rigorous learning 

opportunities 
 Offer tutorial support 
 Communicate expectations 
 Communicate student progress 
 Incorporate literacy in all classrooms 

 
Parents 

 Check PowerSchool weekly 
 Review homework 
 Discuss own learning with your 

children 
 Encourage advocacy and reading skills 
 Attend conferences 
 Contact teachers – email / phone 

 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  
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Read, Read, Read 

  Prairie’s Belief: 
There is no skill more predictive of future success than one’s ability to 
read.  In the 21st century, reading provides access and learning through 
literature, technology, and the world.  Statistics show that in a child’s 
development, after the age of 8 years old, the amount of reading 
declines.  At Prairie, we prove that not only are we reading more and 
understanding more complex text, we enjoy every minute spent 
reading.   

 
School – Home Communication: 
Communication between school and home is essential for 
academic success.  Here are helpful ways to ensure fluid 
communication between our families and teachers: 
 

- Planners:  All Prairie students are given an 
academic planner.  This will have daily notes of 
student homework and notes from school. 

- Telephone / email:  All Prairie teachers have 
voicemail / email for and parent inquiries and 
communication.  Phone numbers are available 
on our school website or through the Prairie 
offices. 

 
o 6th Grade 720.747.3030 
o 7th Grade: 720.747.3040 
o 8th Grade: 720.747.3020 

  
- Parent-Teacher Conferences: We have set dates 

throughout the school year for parent-teacher 
conferences.  Dates will be published on the 
school website and will be publicized through 
Connect-Ed phone calls.  

 

 
PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is a system that allows parents 
to check their child’s attendance and grade 
history.  PowerSchool will be available at: 
http://my.cherrycreekschools.org 
If you do not have access to a computer, 
please feel free to use the computers in the 
library. 
 
Prairie believes that we measure what we 
value and keeping a close eye on our 
students’ progress can only enhance their 
understanding of accountability. 
 
If you need any assistance with working with 
PowerSchool, here are a couple of options 
you can take advantage of: 
- Attend one of our parent meetings where 

we set up trainings for our parent 
community. 

- Call the grade level office in order to 
access your Username and Password. 

- Parents can set-up PowerSchool to send 
weekly emails of student progress. 

- Work with your child in checking 
progress together. 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  

http://my.cherrycreekschools.org/


 7 

 
 

Prairie Core Programming 
 

Required Core Courses:  All students take Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies for all three years, grades 6-
8.  Sixth and seventh grade Language Arts and Math classes meet daily for approximately 80 minutes while sixth and seventh grade 
Science and Social Studies classes meet every other day for approximately 80 minutes.  Eighth grade Language Arts, Math, Science 
and Social Studies classes meet daily for approximately 60 minutes.   
 
In Language Arts, and Math we offer Honors leveled classes.  Placement in Honors leveled classes are based on standardized test 
scores, classroom performance, and teacher recommendation.  Below are our core class offerings: 
 

 6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Language Arts LA 6 
Honors LA 6 

LA 7 
Honors LA 7 

LA 8 
Honors LA 8 

Math Math 6 
Math 6/7 

Math 7 
Math 7/8 

Math 8 
Algebra 1 

Science Science 6 Science 7 Science 8 
Social Studies Social Studies 6 Social Studies 7 Social Studies 8 

 
English Language Supports (ELS) Programming 
English Language Supports (ELS) is a program designed to teach students who speak languages other than English how to 
understand, speak, read, and write in English. The goal is for English language learners to experience success in the mainstream 
content areas while also learning English. While students are learning English, they are also learning math, science, social studies 
and other subjects in the school curriculum. Student’s English skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing are monitored yearly 
through state assessments as well as informal measures throughout the year.   
 
 
Gifted and Talented (GT) Programming   
Gifted and talented students are identified through a formal process that includes achievement testing as well as observed 
characteristics.  GT student characteristics may include:  a high level of interest in mathematics, reading and writing, or the arts; 
strong spatial and visualization skills; strong problem-solving and logic skills; a high level of student motivation; strong 
organization and independent learning skills; and/or academic maturity beyond their chronological years.  All students, including 
GT students, have the right to an appropriate education, one grounded in the recognition of their individual differences and unique 
learning needs.  The instructional environment for gifted and talented learners should encourage and nurture inquiry, flexibility, and 
critical and creative thinking.  All identified GT students have an Advanced Learning Plan (ALP) that contains both academic and 
social-emotional goals that are evaluated on a yearly basis.   
 
Our Honors Level Mathematics and Language Arts Program are an accelerated and enriched sequence of academic courses 
that may be appropriate for GT students. These programs are designed for Grades 6–8 students who show a high level of 
interest and talent in mathematics, reading and writing. Additionally, students identified in the Arts, have an opportunity to 
participate in our much-celebrated performing and visual arts programs.  
 
Special Education (SPED) Programming 
Student Achievement Services offers a wide selection of practical courses for students who have an Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP). Course offerings allow students to have support in regular education classes as well as direct instruction in core content areas. 
Our continuum of services is designed to meet the individual needs of each student with an IEP. Since an IEP is required for 
placement in these classes, students should consult with their counselor and case manager to enroll in these classes.   
 
Along with providing intensive supported instruction, Special Education staff provides support through teamed taught instruction in 
core academic areas. 
 
 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  
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Prairie Elective Programming 
 
Elective Courses: Our Elective programs offer course offerings in the Fine and Performing Arts, Physical Education, Technology, 
and World Languages. Below are our Elective course offerings: 

     6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Fine and 
Performing Arts 

Beginning Band 6 Orchestra 
6  

Choir 6  
Music 6 

Drama 6   
Art 6 

Concert Band 7  
Beginning Band 7 

Orchestra 7  
Women’s Choir 7  

Men’s Choir 7  
Music 7 

Drama 7   
Art 7 

 
Concert Band 8 

Beginning Band 8 
Orchestra 8         

Music 
    Men’s Choir 8          
Women’s Choir 8  

Music 8 
Drama 8   

Art 8 

Physical Education PE/Wellness 6  
Health 6 

PE/Wellness 7  
Health 7 

PE/Wellness 8  
Health 8 

Technology 
Technology 6  
Robotics 6   

Tech   

Technology 7  
Robotics 7    

Tech   

Technology 8  
Robotics 8   

Tech   

World Languages Spanish Exploratory 
Arabic 1A        
Spanish 1A    
Spanish 1 

Arabic 1B             Chinese 1                
Spanish 1             Spanish 2 

 
AVID  

Advancement via 
Individual 

Determination 

AVID 6 AVID 7 AVID 8 

Reading Literature Alive 6 Literature Alive 7 Literature Alive 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  
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Prairie Access Programming 
 
 
Access Programming: 
Access is a daily 45-minute class for seventh and eighth grade students which provides either intervention or enrichment 
opportunities for our students.  Data from standardized assessments is used to determine which students will be placed in support 
classes. In addition, several classes are based on either an application and/or audition process (denoted with an *). 
 
      Intervention Courses: 

 7th Grade 8th Grade 
Language Arts Intensive Language Arts 7 Intensive Language Arts 8 
Math Targeted Math 7 Targeted Math 8 
ELA ELA Reading and Writing 

ELA Math 
ELA Reading and Writing 
ELA Math 

 
Enrichment Courses: 

 7th & 8th Grade 

Math Puzzled 

Science Comparative Anatomy                            Marine Biology 
Crime Scene Investigation                     Nature’s Design 
Engineering Our World                         Science Busters 
Great Mysteries of Science                       
Healthy Habits                                        

Social Studies Current World Events                            Money, Money, Money 
Digging Up the Dirt on Dinosaurs         Everyone Has a Story                               
World History Through the Movies       Things That Make You Go Hmmm 

Fine and Performing Arts Music Adventure                                     Drama Improvisation* 
Jazz Band*                                               Chamber Orchestra*                                
Art History/Appreciation                        Jewelry Making                                
Prairie Voices*                                        Designing Our World 

Physical Education PE Team/Individual Sports                    Soccer 
Fitness Through Academics                   Survival 
Ropes Challenge Course 

Technology Prairie News Network*                          Computer Foundations 
A Better World One Step at a Time     Web and Digital Design 
Robotics Engineering 

World Language Arabic                                                    World Cultures              
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  
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Prairie – Overland Campus:  A 6-12 Educational Journey 
 

OHS Programming 
 

 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  
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Prairie – Overland Campus:  A 6-12 Educational Journey 
 

 
Prairie Programming: 

6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Technical Sciences 

Robotics 6 Robotics 7 Robotics 8 

      

Arts & Technical Communications 

Technology 6 Technology 7 Technology 8 

  Prairie News Network – Access Class Prairie News Network – 
Access Class 

      

Health Sciences 

Health 6 Health 7 Health 8 

      

Computer Science & Applied Mathematics 

  Web & Digital Design – Access Class Web & Digital Design – 
Access Class 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjX09Csg4nNAhVDV1IKHRmsC8AQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cherrycreekschools.org/News/Pages/STEMEdinCCSD.aspx&bvm=bv.123325700,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHkBNhYjDd83NQt92DKmbtuzIYd3g&ust=1464946021778756
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Prairie – Overland Campus:  A 6-12 Educational Journey 
 

What classes should my child take in preparation for these concentrations? 
 

Grade Traditional 
Pathway 

Alternate Pathway  
High School 

Alternate Pathway  
Middle School  

12 AP Statistics  or 
Math Analysis or 
College Algebra or 
Other Senior Elective  
or  
Pre-Calculus 

  
AP Calculus AB/BC or 
AP Statistics or Other 
Senior Elective 
  

  
Calculus 3/ 
Differential Equations 

11 Algebra 2 Algebra 2 Honors AP Calculus BC 

10 Geometry Geometry Honors Algebra 2 Honors 

9 Algebra 1 Geometry Honors 

8 Math 8 Algebra 1 

7 Math 7 Math 7/8 

6 Math 6 Math 6/7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, but 

a habit.  - Aristotle  
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Dress Code 

 
Prairie Middle school, and CCSD Middle Schools promote a positive dress code where students are encouraged to wear 
clothing that is comfortable and appropriate for an educational environment.  A common dress code cultivates a safe and 
disciplined learning environment, which is essential to a quality educational program.  

CCSD Policy JICAB on student attire is intended to help students concentrate on schoolwork, reduce discipline problems, and 
promote school order and safety.  It is designed to ensure that all students are treated equitably regardless of race, sex, gender 
identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, cultural observance, household income or body type/size.   
Clothing, accessories, paraphernalia, or body adornments may not: 

• Be profane, obscene, lewd, suggestive, libelous, or vulgar 
• Denote gang involvement 
• Promote the use of drugs, tobacco, alcohol, or weapons 
• Intimidate or threaten any individual or group 
• Expose certain body parts (i.e. genitals, buttocks, midriffs, and breasts) 
• Disrupt the learning environment 
• Promote any activity prohibited by the student code of conduct 

Additional Clothing Guidelines include: 

• Clothing shall be sufficient to conceal all undergarments at all times (undergarments are any garments that are under 
the exterior layer of clothing). 

• Shoes must be worn at all times; house slippers are not to be worn at school. 
• Head coverings are not to be worn except for religious or documented medical purposes. 
• Pajamas are not be worn at school. 
• Accessories that could be considered dangerous or could be used as a weapon may not be worn at school. 
• Any item that obscures the face or ears (except as a religious observation) may not be worn at school. 

If clothing or accessories are inappropriate, disruptive, or outside the expectations, students will be asked to change; parents will be 
contacted and/or other disciplinary consequences may take place. 

 
Backpacks/Book Bags/Coats 

o Upon entering the building, all backpacks, book bags, and coats must be placed inside students’ lockers.  
Backpacks, book bags, and coats are not to be used during the day at Prairie.  Coats may be worn to go outside 
during lunchtime but must be placed in their locker upon returning to class.  Students are expected to bring their 
materials for each class and develop the organizational skills necessary to manage the time constraints of the 
school day.  The reason for this policy is two-fold: 
1.  The hallways at Prairie are overcrowded with the size of backpacks frequently doubling the width of some 

students. 
2. Classroom desks and tables do not provide sufficient room to store backpacks.  Placing them on the desks 

reduces workspace and on the floor creates obstacles in the aisles. 
 

 
 

It is easier to build strong children than 
to repair broken men. 
  - Frederick Douglass 
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Attendance 
The Colorado School Attendance Law states that it is the obligation of every parent to ensure that every child under the parent’s 
care and supervision receives adequate education. 
 
Prairie’s Belief: 
Learning is the fundamental reason we exist.  To attain learning, we must all be given time and support.  In our calendar year, we 
only have 176 student days to provide the support needed to ready them for the next grade.   Every single one of these 176 days are 
critical to attain student learning.  This being said, we believe that every Prairie student needs to take advantage of the time we have 
and utilize the support provided to learn and grow.    
 
 
Attendance Line: 
When you are absent from school, your parent/guardian should call the attendance line 
720-747-3010 and listen to the attendance prompt on the day of the absence.  The 
following information must be given: the date, student’s name, grade of student, the 
reason for the absence or tardy, and the length of absence if known. Please spell the 
first and last name. 
 
Excused Absence: 
Provisions of Colorado Law and School Board Policy permit excused absences. Should it be necessary for you to be absent from 
school for the following reasons, your absences will be excused. The excused absences are as follows: 
 

1. A student who is temporarily ill or injured, or whose absence is approved by the administrator of the school of 
attendance on a prearranged basis. Prearranged absences shall be approved for appointments or circumstances of a 
serious nature only that cannot be taken care of outside of school hours.  

 
2. A student who is absent for an extended period due to physical, mental or emotional disability.  

 
3. A student who is pursuing a work-study program under the supervision of the school.  

 
4. A student who is attending any school-sponsored activity or activities of an educational nature with advance approval by 

the administration.  
 

5. A student who is absent in observance of an established religious holiday.  
 

6. A student whose absence is approved by the building principal at the request of the parent or guardian.  
 

7. A student who is suspended or expelled.  
 

Colorado State Law requires that all students must attend school until the age of 17.  The Cherry Creek District Calendar provides 
four vacation periods: Fall Break, Thanksgiving vacation, Winter break, and Spring break. We ask parents to please arrange their 
vacations to correspond with these times. 
 
 
 
 

Every 
Class 

Every 
Day 

It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men. 

  - Frederick Douglass 
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Attendance Process: 
If the frequency of excused absences exceeds 10% of our instruction time, students may be placed on various sanctions to improve 
attendance. These sanctions may include an attendance contract, required medical excuses, referral to the Student Attendance 
Review Board, or Truancy Court. 
 
 
Unexcused Absence/Truancy: 
All absences not described in the previous list are considered unexcused. Absences due to such occurrences as oversleeping or 
ditching a class will be unexcused. 
 

- Academic penalties, out of school suspensions and expulsions shall not be imposed for any unexcused absence. 
 

- Make-up work shall be allowed following an unexcused absence or following a student’s suspension from school with the 
goal of providing the student an opportunity to keep up with the class and an incentive to attend school. This work may 
receive full or partial credit to the extent possible as determined by the building administrator.  

 
Pre-Arranged Absence: 
If a student is to be dismissed early from school the student must bring a signed note by a parent/guardian to the Attendance Office 
prior to the absence.  The student will be issued a pass to leave class at the appropriate time and meet the parent at the Attendance 
Office. 
 
MAKE-UP WORK 
Excused absence 
Make-up work for all absences is your responsibility.  Check with your teachers for make-up work deadlines.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“When you are not practicing, 
remember, someone somewhere is 
practicing, and when you meet him 

he will win” 
       

                            - Ed Macauley 

It is easier to build strong 
children than to  

repair broken men. 
  - Frederick Douglass 
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Tardy to Class: 
Tardiness is defined as the appearance of a student without proper excuse after the scheduled time that a class begins. Because of 
the disruptive nature of tardiness and the detrimental effect upon the rights of the non-tardy student to uninterrupted learning, 
appropriate penalties may be imposed for excessive tardiness. Parents/guardians shall be notified of all penalties regarding tardiness.  
 
The following shall be considered tardy to class:  
  -  Arrival to class after the scheduled start time    
     
 
Middle School Responsibility: 
In support of our school value of Accountability and the importance of teaching our students about getting to class on time, Prairie 
understands the increased responsibility of middle school.  In elementary school, their teacher, for any building transition, escorts all 
students as a class.  In middle school, students are given the responsibility of getting themselves to and from class in a responsible 
manner.  To ease this transition, Prairie will have the following policies: 
  -  Students will access their lockers before / after school, before / after lunch, before / after electives. 
  -  Tardy sweeps will be in place to document tardy students. 
   
 
Supports to Decrease Student Tardiness: 
It is a life skill to be prompt and responsible for our time commitments.  In teaching our students the importance of not missing 
instructional time, Prairie can offer the following supports for students struggling with getting to class on time.   
   -  Locker placement in the community office 
   -  Lunch or after-school detention to make up lost instructional time 
   -  Shortened passing periods / student escort 
 
Attend to Attend: 
Students who set a pattern of tardiness or not attending class will not be allowed to attend after-school activities or events.  This 
includes athletic games, school dances, community events, and more.  These patterns are measured by the following: 

- Students that did not attend the entire school day cannot participate in athletics/activities that day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P 
Keep Calm 

and 
Get to Class 

On Time 

It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men. 

  - Frederick Douglass 
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Middle School Responsibilities 
 
Electronic Devices/Technology 
This includes but is not limited to: cell phones, iPods, tablets and iPads.  These items may only be used in 
the cafeteria during lunch or outside.  Use of these devices will not be permitted in the hallways at any 
time.  Students found using technology in the hallways may receive a consequence.  For safety reasons, 
students are not to use headphones or ear buds during any class transition. The school and district are not 
responsible for the loss of personal property brought to school. 
 
Student I.D. Cards 
You will be issued a student I.D. card.  I.D. cards will be required for checking out library books and using 
the lunch credit system.  Student I.D. cards are also necessary for students to ride school buses. If you lose 
your student I.D., you must purchase another from the Media Center.  Cost for a replacement I.D. is $5.00. 
 
Lost and Found 
If you find lost or misplaced articles, you are expected to turn them in to the Security Office.  Do not keep items belonging to 
someone else.  Lost articles will be given to charity if not claimed within one month.  The school and district are not responsible for 
the loss of personal property brought to school.  The staff at Prairie encourages you to leave valuables at home. 
 
Cafeteria 
While at lunch, you must abide by the following rules: 

• Please assist in keeping the tables and floor clean.  All trash is to be placed in the trash containers provided.  Please recycle 
aluminum containers. 

• Do not crowd, push, shove or cut in line. 
• Food and drink must remain in the cafeterias only.  Food or beverages may not be taken from these areas into the hallways, 

classrooms, or out-of-doors unless you have a written pass from a teacher or the school nurse. 
• Talk quietly to your neighbor.  
• Once you leave the cafeterias or go outside, you are to remain outside until you hear the signal ending lunch. 
• Restroom needs should be addressed prior to lunch. 
• You may go to the Media Center and/or academic hallways during lunch only if you have a written pass from a teacher.   

 
 
If weather is poor… 

• Stay seated in the lunchroom, and you may visit quietly with your friends. 
 
Inappropriate behavior during lunch or recess may lead to consequences.  If you repeatedly violate your lunchtime 
privileges, you may lose cafeteria privileges and may be subject to other disciplinary actions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men. 

  - Frederick Douglass 
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Road Safety 
Our students’ safety is always our number one priority.  Having our school in the middle of a busy city requires us to be careful 
whether we are walking, biking, taking the bus, or being dropped off by our parents.  Always monitor street traffic and follow traffic 
laws. 
 
 
 
Bicycles 
You may ride your bike to school.  You are encouraged to 
wear a helmet and ride safely and in a courteous manner.  
Please walk your bike on school grounds.  Once at school, 
bikes are to be locked in the bike rack area on the south 
side of the school.  The school assumes no responsibility 
for any bicycles stolen or damaged. 
 
Skateboards and Scooters 
Skateboards may be ridden to school but must be left in 
your locker during the school day.  Please carry your 
skateboard on school grounds.  The school assumes no 
responsibility for any skateboard stolen or damaged.  You 
may not bring skateboards or scooters onto school buses. 
 
 
Locks and Lockers 
When all required forms have been completed and turned in, you will be assigned a locker for the storage of books and equipment.  
It will be equipped with a combination lock.  Please keep your lock combination confidential. It is your responsibility. Do not give it 
out to your friends. 
 
*No stickers, writing, or permanent decorations are allowed in or on lockers.  Fines may be issued for damage to lockers. 
 
Board of Education Policy JIH clearly defines student lockers as school property subject to school official searches:  “School locker, 
desks and other storage areas are school property and remain at all times under the control of the school.  School property provided 
for the use of students is subject to inspections, clean-outs, access for maintenance and search pursuant to this policy.” 
 
Bus Loop 
The bus loop between Overland High School and Prairie Middle School is intended for the safety of all students who ride the bus.  
Due to the number of students and bus’, we ask that there are no cars that use this lane for student pick-up or drop-off.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is easier to build strong children than 
to repair broken men. 
  - Frederick Douglass 
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Prairie Middle School, along with Cherry Creek Schools, offers a wide variety of athletic opportunities.  
Joining our athletic teams allows our students to compete against their peers from across the district.  Our 
athletic teams pride themselves in teamwork and representing our school the right way.  Any students wanting 
to stay after-school for an athletic event to watch must be with a teacher in tutorials from 3:50 – 4:40 p.m., 
present their student id and a bus pass from the teacher, and meet the expectations of our attend to attend 
policy.     

In the following pages is a snapshot view of our Cherry Creek School District athletic calendar.  All after 
school activities are held from 3:50-4:40pm, including athletic practices. Students will be dismissed by 4:40 
pm to ride late buses unless sponsors and/or parents make other arrangements. If you have any questions, 
please contact the club sponsor.  The following activities will be offered during the 2017-2018 school year: 

Prairie Fall Athletics: 

HAWKS LadyHawks 
  Track & Field 

Season:  August 14—September 21 Season – Sept. 23

          Grades:    All 6th:     (4 games) 
7th:     (4 games) 

          5 meets / district meet 8th:     (8 games) 

          Fees:  $60 Fees:  $60 
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Prairie Winter Athletics: 
 

               Game On          Hawk Wrestling 
            Hawks Boys Basketball 

        
                    
 
 
 
 
           
          Season:  November 25-January 29    February 3 – March 7 
 
          Grades:      All Grades 
           6th:   (4 games)       
           7th:   (4 games)      5 meets / district meet 
           8th:    (8 games) 
 
          Fees:  $60      Fees:  $60 
 
           
 
 

Prairie Spring Athletics: 

          Hawk Volleyball   Season:  March 9 – May 11       
     Grades:   
     6th:  (4 games) 
     7th:  (4 games) 
     8th:  (8 games) 
 
     Fees:  $60 
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Prairie Middle School is committed to co-curricular activities, clubs and organizations, which support the 
Cherry Creek School District academic curriculum. We would like to encourage every Prairie student to 
participate in activities that interest them. Staying involved promotes leadership, teamwork, and representing 
our school in a positive way.    
 
Year-Long Clubs / Organizations: 
 
 National Junior Honors Society    Student Council 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This club is organized to focus on leadership within our school 
and community.  Students will choose a school or community 
service project to participate in, as well as participate in other 
school-related activities. 
 
Calendar:   September – May 
  After-school 
    
 
Fee:  Free 

7th and 8th grade students who demonstrate citizenship, 
scholarship, character, leadership, and service while 
maintaining a 3.5 GPA or higher are eligible to apply for 
acceptance into NJHS after receiving a letter inviting them 
to join. 
 
Calendar:   August - May 

After-school 
 
Fee:  Free 

Students use imagination, teamwork and creativity to solve 
some the world’s most difficult problems. 
 
 
Calendar:   September - April 
  After-school 
  Regional, State & Global   
               Competitions 
    
 
Fee:  $20 

8th grade student leaders, selected in 7th grade, provides an 
orientation for all incoming 6th grade students, provides 
support at school events, and other supports in the building. 
 
 
Calendar:   August - May 
  After-school 
  
Fee:  Free 
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Fall Clubs / Organizations: 
     Chess Club  

 

 
 

Robotics:       Math League: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is a club for those who like to solve challenging math 
problems, learn new techniques and short cuts in problem 
solving, and learn topics not typically covered in the standard 
curriculum. Math League is open to all students who want to 
sharpen their math skills and compete against other Cherry 
Creek middle schools. 
 
Calendar:   August – December 
  After-school 
  5 Competitions 
 
Fee:  Free 

This is a club for those who want to stretch their brains.  
Students form teams and demonstrate their knowledge in a 
variety of subjects including history, entertainment, sports, 
science, and culture.  A great opportunity to continue to learn 
and grow! 
 
Calendar:   October – January 
  After-school 

1 Competition 
 
Fee:  Free 

Open to players at any level.  Come learn to play one of the 
oldest and most popular games in the world. 
 
 
 
Calendar:   September - April 
  After-school 
  Outside tournaments (TBA) 
 
Fee:  Free 

FLL is designed to get members excited about technology and 
to develop valuable life skills. Members will design a robot to 
complete a series of tasks, create a project that is a solution to a 
problem, and will be tested on their FLL core values. Members 
must complete a short application and interview to participate. 
 
Calendar:   August – December 
  After-school 
  2 Competitions with possibility of  

State 
 
Fee:  $30 
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Fall & Winter Clubs/Organizations: 
 
         
 Images:  Prairie Literary Magazine  Yearbook: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prairie's literary magazine showcases student artwork and 
writing, both poetry and prose, through a student publication 
printed each year. 
 
 
Calendar:   August – May 
  After-school 
    
Fee:  Free 

Come and be a part of the making of Prairie’s yearbook. Come 
and take photos, design pages, and create part of the school 
legacy!  
 
Calendar:   September - March 
  After-school 
    
 
Fee:  Free 
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Student Leadership Groups:  Prairie is proud to offer many opportunities for student leadership.  We believe in 
preparing students to become future leaders of their school and community.  The following groups are options for 
Prairie students:  
 

Brotherhood / Sisterhood      
   

 
 Latina Leadership / Latino Leadership 
 
 
   
 
 
 Athletic Clubs:  Prairie also offers some club opportunities that are beyond our formal athletic opportunities.  The 
following clubs are options for our Prairie students: 
 
 
  Running Club        Soccer Club 
 

    HAWKS 
  Cross-Country 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This is a club for those who want to come out and run.  This 
group works on building teamwork, endurance, and having fun 
with this lifelong sport.  
 
Calendar:   September – May 
  Practices weekly 
  Various field trips 
 
Fee:  Free 

6th and 7th grade boys and girls interested in soccer can come 
out and play with us.  We do an assortment of drills and 
scrimmages during the season.  We do not play other schools 
in the district but we do have fun playing as a Prairie 
team.  We still play many games including a 3 v 3 tournament 
and a Boys’ vs. Girls’ Game at the end of the Girls’ season. 
 
 
Calendar:   After-school 
  Practices weekly 
  
 
Fee:  $8 (practices and t-shirt) 
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Community Philosophy 
Prairie is divided into three communities.  Each community consists of academic teams at each grade level, a Dean of Students, a 
counselor and secretary.  You will be assigned to the same community during your three years at Prairie Middle School. 
 
The Dean of Students at Prairie will be responsible for coordination of the grade level.  They will work closely with teachers on 
curriculum and instruction, in conjunction with the counselor, and the Principal’s office.  The Dean of Students is responsible for 
discipline and attendance.  Students will meet with the Dean in all steps of the behavioral management process. 
 
The Counselor will be responsible for supporting students and parents with academic concerns, reviewing academic progress, and 
arranging parent/teacher conferences when deemed necessary.  The Counselor will reinforce the needed interpersonal skills and 
social skills students continue to develop throughout the middle school years. 
 
To see your Dean or Counselor, you may come to your community office before or after school and during passing periods to 
request a call slip from the secretary.  
 

 
 

 

Community 2: 
8th grade

Community 1 
7th Grade

Community 3  
6th Grade

Students must have initiative, not be 
mere imitators. 

  - Cesar Chavez 
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The School Day 
Our school day begins at 8:50 a.m. and ends at 3:45 p.m.  Students will enter the building at 8:40 a.m.  If you are involved in a 
before school activity, you must have a pass to enter before 8:40 a.m.  If you wish to eat breakfast, you may enter at 8:00 a.m.  
Students entering the building for breakfast will be allowed to enter through the south doors.  
 
Students will leave the building by 3:50 p.m., unless you have a pre-arranged appointment with an adult or are involved in an after-
school activity, tutorial, or are participating in an athletic season.  You are expected to be at your activity by 3:50 p.m., and should 
have a pass if you are in the hallways. For student safety, it is important that students are on their way home or with a staff member 
after-school.  Students are not allowed to be unsupervised on the campus area after-school. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
School Buses 
Safety for all students is our primary concern.  The privilege of using the transportation services of Cherry Creek School District is 
provided if you live beyond one and one-half miles from the school.  If you are uncertain about whether you are eligible for bus 
transportation or have questions about bus rules or disciplinary procedures, please call the district transportation department at (720) 
886-7400. 
 
Activity Buses 
An activity bus will be provided only for those of you who are staying after school for a club, activity, sport, or an appointment with 
a teacher.  Buses will leave  
Prairie at 4:45 P.M.  If you stay after school, you must stay with the activity sponsor or teacher the entire time.   You may not be in 
the hallways after 3:50 P.M.   You may not ride the activity bus without an activity bus pass given to you by the sponsor of that 
activity. 
 
Visitors to Prairie 
All visitors, including parents and guardians, must enter through the main entrance when visiting Prairie. When checking in with 
security, please plan ahead as you must produce your photo ID.  
 
When parents/guardians wish to meet with a teacher in the building, 
please plan ahead.  You must set up an appointment to meet with a 
teacher or team at a designated time. We are not able to 
accommodate student visitors from other schools.  We only allow 
students enrolled at Prairie in the building during the school day.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students must have initiative,  
not be mere imitators. 

  - Cesar Chavez 
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Backpacks/Book Bags/Coats 
Upon entering the building, all backpacks, book bags, and coats must be placed inside their locker.  Backpacks, book bags, and 
coats are not to be used during the day at Prairie.  Coats may be worn to go outside during lunchtime but must be placed in their 
locker upon returning to class.  Students are expected to bring their materials for each class and develop the organizational skills 
necessary to manage the time constraints of the school day.  The reason for this policy is twofold: 

1. The hallways at Prairie are overcrowded with the size of backpacks frequently doubling the width of some students. 
2. Classroom desks and tables do not provide sufficient room to store backpacks.  Placing them on the desks reduces 

workspace and on the floor creates obstacles in the aisles. 
 
 
Report Cards and Progress Reports 
The Prairie Middle School academic calendar is divided into two semesters, with each semester containing two quarters.  2nd quarter 
begins in mid October and ends at winter break. 3rd quarter begins in January and 4th quarter begins in mid-March.  Each quarter is 
nine or ten weeks in duration.  You will receive a report card during the week following the end of each quarter.  In addition, mid-
quarter progress reports will be distributed at the midpoint of each quarter. This will usually be about four to five weeks into each 
quarter.  Parents may contact the community office for a schedule of progress report and report card dates. 
 
Student Recognition 
At Prairie Middle School, we celebrate student successes in a variety of ways.  Some of the achievements students are recognized 
for include:  3.5 and above G.P.A., Perfect Attendance, and participation in Athletics and Activities programs.  We have an ice 
cream party for the first and third quarter for all of our Honor and Growth Honor Roll Students, and we have an awards program at 
the middle and end of the school year. 
 
Schedule Changes: 
If your schedule needs to be changed, you must make an appointment immediately with your counselor.  Your parents, 
teacher, and dean of students must agree to your request. Changes may only be made during the first week of each 
semester. 
 
Students will be allowed to change their schedules for the following reasons: 

1. You have taken the class before. 
2. There is an error in your schedule. 

 
Students will not be allowed to change their schedules for the following reasons: 

1. You don’t like the course. 
2. You don’t like the teacher. 
3. You don’t know anyone in the class. 
4. Your friends are in a different class. 
• Elective classes are based upon student choice.  We do not change elective classes unless there are some 

unexpected circumstances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Students must have initiative, not be 
mere imitators. 

  - Cesar Chavez 
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Online Menu and Mobile Menu App 
 
 

Download our FREE smartphone app or check out our new menus 
 

It is our goal to provide our students and families with easily accessible and up-to-date information 
about the healthy meals we serve in Cherry Creek Schools. That's why we're proud to announce an 
exciting update to our school menus! Here’s what’s new: 

• New interactive, online menus at www.ccsdcafe.org (click on Menus) 
• A FREE app for iPhone and Android (Search for School Lunch by Nutrislice) 
• More information about each food, including a photo, description, and ingredients list. 
• A mobile website: http://cherrycreekschools.nutrislice.com/mobile   
• And, you can still print a PDF of the menu by visiting the menus website above.  

 
We’ve worked hard over the past few months to get the new site up and 
running for the start of the school year. We’ve updated 
our menus and are serving some tasty new foods. Check 
out our new menus to get a taste of the meals we are 
serving and let us know what you 
think! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meal Prices 
 

Breakfast - $2.05 
Lunch     - $3.25 

http://www.ccsdcafe.org/
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The faculty and staff at Overland High School have made Success for Every Student not only a mantra, but 
also an unwavering expectation.   As an educational community, Overland is accredited by the North Central 
Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges, the Colorado State Department of Education, and was listed 
as one of Newsweek’s America’s Top High Schools for 2011.   
 
As Prairie students prepare for the future, here are some resources to assist along the way:  
 

- Overland-Prairie Registration Guide:  This can be found on both 
Prairie’s and Overland’s websites.  This comprehensive document lays 
out course offerings, graduation requirements, and college / 
university expectations. 
 

- Begin planning for college is a critical part of the educational 
process.  College in Colorado is a tool available for all students 
in the state.   

 
 
 
 
 
Before & After-School Traffic: 
As we transition into our new start time schedule, we predict traffic patterns will be adjusted. There will no 
longer be any common start times on Wednesday mornings.   After-school there will now be a 15-minute gap 
in the dismissal times between OHS and PMS.  
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Safe 2 Tell:  Safe2Tell Colorado is based 
on the Colorado Prevention Initiative for 
School Safety. Safe2Tell Colorado gives 
students, parents, and community 
members a safe, anonymous way to report 
any threats to their safety or the safety of 
someone else ... in a way that keeps them 
SAFE. 
Anyone who has information about a 
potentially dangerous situation can call 
the toll-free, state-wide number at 1-
877-542-7233, or make a web report by 
clicking the Submit a Tip button at the 
top of this page:  https://safe2tell.org, or 
by downloading the mobile app and 
making a report from a smartphone. A 
trained Colorado State Patrol Dispatcher will answer the call, web or mobile app tip, collect the needed information, and put 
the information in a report.  
 
You can call Safe2Tell or make a web report 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Safe2Tell Colorado anonymous reporting 
resource is a free service; you can call or make web reports from anywhere and your identify is safe. What should you 
report?  You should report to Safe2Tell Colorado anytime you have information about something bad that could happen or 
about a crime that has happened. This includes, but is not limited to, gang activity, guns or other weapons, drugs or alcohol, 
fights, suicide threats, bullying, or sexual crimes. 

Safe2Tell Colorado replaces the system formerly known as the CCSD Care line. The Care line is no longer in use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://safe2tell.org/node/52
https://safe2tell.org/node/61
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Guiding Good Choices (GGC) GGC classes are a low cost resource available to parents of students in 4th – 8th grades. The classes 
are evidenced to significantly reduce substance use and the development of depression in students of parents who participate. 
Among other things, class content includes information on how to set and communication clear expectations, how to develop and 
support social-emotional skills such as impulse control and responsible decision-making and understanding of the adolescent brain. 
Classes are facilitated by trained members of the district mental health team and counseling department. Scholarships are available 
to families receiving free and reduced lunch and child care is offered on a limited basis. GGC classes are appropriate as a 
preventative approach for all families and can also be effective as a more targeted support to families of students that are beginning 
to demonstrate risk-taking behaviors or unhealthy decision-making. 

 

Other Resources: 

*Judi's House-bereavement support groups for grieving children and teens: 
www.judishouse.org 

*Aurora Mental Health-A private, nonprofit community mental health organization serving people with a wide range of mental 
health needs: 
www.aumhc.org 

*Juvenile Assessment Center- provides services to youth residing in Arapahoe, Douglas, Elbert and Lincoln counties. The program 
accepts self referrals as well as referrals from the Department of Human Services, Probation, Courts, schools within the 18th 
Judicial District and law enforcement agencies: 
www.Jac18.org  

*Aurora Youth Options- Works with middle and high school aged youth and their families to navigate, connect and provide 
positive, individualized resources to help youth thrive: 
www.aurorayouthoptions.org 

*Wiz Quiz-provides fast, accurate drug testing for probation, social services, concerned parents, schools, treatment agencies and 
employers:www.wiz-quiz.com 

*Dealing with Divorce- a resource on the Children's Hospital website to help children deal with divorce: 
www.childrenscolorado.org/wellness/info/teens/20970.aspx 

*Co-Parenting After Divorce- A website to help you by offering a full array of services from court ordered parenting after divorce 
classes, to counseling; from mediation, to child and family investigative services; from phone coaching to parenting 
coordinator/decision maker options:  www.NewBeginningsCoParenting.com 

Servicios de la Raza – is an integral part of the heart of the Latino Community in Metro Denver.  It is a primary service referral   
channel for many human services agencies and institutions as they encounter Latino clientele.  www.serviciodelaraza.org 

 

 

http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org/AboutUs/Pages/www.judishouse.org
http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org/AboutUs/Pages/www.aumhc.org
http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org/AboutUs/Pages/www.Jac18.org
http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org/AboutUs/Pages/www.aurorayouthoptions.org
http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org/AboutUs/Pages/www.wiz-quiz.com
http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org/AboutUs/Pages/www.childrenscolorado.org/wellness/info/teens/20970.aspx
http://prairie.cherrycreekschools.org/AboutUs/Pages/www.NewBeginningsCoParenting.com
http://www.serviciodelaraza.org/
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